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The Facilities Study Committee is chartered to study the facility and land needs in conjunction with the 
requirements of the District and the students, families, educators, and community it serves.  The 
committee is also chartered to recommend options, strategies, and opportunities to the Kennewick 
School District Board of Directors and the Superintendent based on the goals of the District and the 
studies undertaken of facility and land needs and requirements.  This document represents the Facility 
Study Committee’s recommendations for the next ten years.  This document was presented to the 
School Board in 2006, and was updated in 2008.  

 
Goals and Objectives 
 
The Ten Year Facilities Plan outlined in this document, when implemented, should ensure the 
Kennewick School District meets its requirements to maintain and remodel/replace existing facilities, 
construct new facilities to support District growth, and to meet changing educational requirements as 
part of the process.  This plan is based on the belief that the citizens of Kennewick have high 
expectations regarding their District and it’s facilities.  This plan has been developed with community 
input and involvement and is written in conjunction with the 2006 Study and Survey process 
previously approved by the Board of Directors.   
 
The Facilities Study Committee segregated the Ten Year Plan into two phases because of the duration 
of the plan and the ever changing environment that the school district faces including student 
enrollment and economic conditions in the Tri-Cities.  Phase I looks at the first six years of the Ten 
Year Plan.  Phase II looks at the remaining four years of the Plan. 
 
Recommendations 
 
The Facility Study Committee recommends that the Kennewick School District Board of Directors 
authorize construction of a new elementary school (#14) in the Badger Canyon area located southwest 
of the Kennewick city limits on land purchased for that purpose in 2007.   The Phase I bond issue 
would provide funding for the new elementary school, and complete renovations of Canyon View, 
Southgate, Sunset View and Cascade elementary schools. In addition, the Phase 1 bond would provide 
for the adaptive re-use of the Food Pavilion building, technology enhancements, and funds for facility 
projects to support building improvements.   The total Phase I bond issue would be approximately 
$68.0 million. State matching funds generated from construction of the new elementary and 
renovations would be earmarked for the complete renovation of Lincoln Elementary school. 
 



Adopted 11/12/08 

 - 3 -  

The Phase I bond issue would address the next six years and provide a foundation for a subsequent 
bond issue for Phase II. The Phase II bond issue would provide funding for complete renovation of 
Desert Hills Middle School and renovation or replacement of Westgate and Eastgate elementary 
schools at an estimated amount of $66.2 million. Enrollment growth over the next several years could 
also indicate the need for another new elementary school (#15) and possibly a new middle school (#5) 
during this ten-year planning horizon.  
 
The Committee also recommends acquisition of sufficient land to site elementary #15 and middle 
school #5.  Projected growth will see the District build elementary #14 in 2009, elementary #15 as 
early as 2016, and middle school #5 in the coming years.  These projects will use most of the current 
land inventory held by the District.  The Committee recommends that the District acquire land to 
address Phase II facility needs. 
 
Background 
 
The current Ten Year Facilities Plan was approved in 2006; however, plans to present a bond issue to 
the voters were delayed until March 2009.  The previous Ten Year Facilities Plan was presented to the 
Board of Directors in 1993 and was updated in 1998 and again in 2002.  The 1993 plan recommended 
building a third high school (Southridge), remodeling four elementary schools (Hawthorne, 
Washington, Vista, and Edison), renovating Park Middle School and Kamiakin High School, 
renovating the District Stadium, updating Technology across the District, and making a number of 
other improvements to parking lots and athletic fields.  
 
A $37 million bond was submitted to the voters and passed in November 1993 for the third high 
school, technology updates, and general facility needs.  A subsequent bond for $4.5 million was passed 
in May 1994 for construction of the Stadium and renovation of track facilities at the two high schools.  
State matching funds supported the renovations of Vista and Park.  A $25 million bond was submitted 
to voters and passed in March of 2001.  This funded renovation of Kamiakin High School.    State 
matching funds from Kamiakin were used to build the new competition gym at Kennewick High 
School.  This bond approval allowed completion of all of the initiatives from the 1993 ten year plan.  
This work was completed with the renovation of Kamiakin in 2005.  
 
Study and Survey 
 
The Study and Survey is a state mandated review of the condition of District schools and how well 
they are meeting the educational needs of the students.  These reviews are required every six years, and 
provide information for both short-term and long-term planning for maintenance, renovation and 
replacement of schools as well as information on how well existing facilities are meeting educational 
needs.  The 2006 review was conducted by Design West Architects supported by District personnel in 
Facility Planning and Maintenance/Grounds. 
  
The Building Condition Evaluation Forms (BCEF) process has been completed as required in WAC 
180-27-535.  Its purpose is to provide a standardized base with which to evaluate a school building's 
condition by evaluating a building's structure, mechanical systems, finishes, safety systems as well as 
educational adequacy.  Whereas the BCEF scores are derived from hundreds of prescribed factors, 
most of which are subjective, it is generally understood that the total score is subjective to a standard 
deviation of plus or minus 5 points.  For example, Lincoln Elementary, which earned a BCEF score of 
51, is not NECESSARILY inferior in condition to Canyon View Elementary which received a score of 
55. 
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Additionally, it was noted that a number of schools scored lower due to an isolated defect which 
warrants attention ahead of the overall master schedule.  Examples of this are the roof at Kennewick 
High School and the poor exiting condition at Eastgate Elementary.  Recognizing this, the District will 
undertake a proactive approach by addressing these isolated defects ahead of the master schedule, 
rather than abandoning the established 30 year update approach. 
 
The following standard scale is used to evaluate the condition score and provide recommendations for 
each building: 

• 80-100  No renovation necessary 
• 60-79  Minor renovation needed 
• 40-59  Major renovation needed 
• Below 40 Replacement recommended 
 
 
 

Table 1 
KSD Facility Construction/Remodel Date & and 2006 Condition Score 

Schools Year Built or Renovated Condition Score 
Elementary Schools   
Amistad 1992 73 
Canyon View 1978 55 
Cascade 1982 58 
Eastgate 1952/85/90 48* 
Edison 1960/77/01 96 
Hawthorne 1956/95 89 
Ridgeview 1993 80 
Lincoln 1983 51 
Southgate 1978 58 
Sunset View 1981 53 
Vista 1961/66/98 92 
Washington 1957/95 80 
Westgate 1952/84 52 
Middle Schools        
Desert Hills 1977/99 63 
Highlands 1959/66/94 85 
Horse Heaven Hills 1993 89 
Park 1963/99 88 
High Schools   
Kamiakin 1970/81/04 97 
Kennewick 51/81/91 50* 
Southridge 1996 97 
 
* These are the buildings denoted in the paragraph above. 
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System Upgrades 
These funds would be used to pay for smaller projects that extend facility life to a thirty year 
renovation schedule.  The types of projects intended for consideration include: 

• Roof Replacement  
• Track / Tennis Court Resurfacing 
• Carpet Replacement 
• Portables- Purchasing and Moving  
• Exterior Painting 
• Parking Lots / Bus Lanes 
• Boiler/HVAC Replacement 
• Lighting System Upgrades 
• Maintenance and Transportation Warehouse Improvements 
• Technology Infrastructure- Servers / Fiber optics / Routers / Power 

 
The District’s needs for these projects will be reviewed annually to make system upgrade decisions. 
 
Unhoused Students  
The number of unhoused students calculated using the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI) formulas is the key factor in determining when the state will provide matching money for new 
construction and renovations.  Other factors the Facility Study Committee considered included the 
current enrollment levels at each school, the numbers of students the “core” facilities at each school 
were designed to support, and the number of portables currently deployed at each school.  For 
renovations, we also looked at the Study and Survey results specific to how well the existing facilities 
meet the current and planned educational needs of each school. 
 
OSPI has recently updated their unhoused student formulas.  Using these formulas, OSPI projects the 
District will have 863 unhoused students in K-5 in the fall of 2010.  They also show we will have 214 
unhoused students in grades 6-8 and excess capacity of 444 in the High Schools.  This information is 
shown in Table 2 below. 
 

Table 2 
OSPI Cohort Survival- Projected Enrollments for the Kennewick School District 
School Year 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
K-5  (500) 6,759 6,771 6,885 6,947 7,036 7,199
Unhoused 687 801 863 952 1,045
6-8  (800) 3,286 3,338 3,374 3,527 3,567 3,635
Unhoused 25 61 214 254 322
9-12 (1800) 5,284 5,255 5,167 5,061 5,134 5,171
Unhoused (-250) (-338) (-444) (-371) (-334)
Total 15,256 15,364 15,426 15,535 15,737 16,005
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OSPI projections also indicate the number of un-housed elementary students continuing to grow 
significantly over the next five years. Our elementary schools on average are built to house 450 
students.  Currently, 25 portables are deployed at these schools, and four schools have an enrollment 
over 550 and five others over 500.  Therefore, construction of a new elementary school (#14) as soon 
as practicable is essential. Relatively conservative K-5 enrollment growth projections would require 
completion of an additional elementary (#15) by August 2017 (see Table 3 below). A new middle 
school (#5) may be required in the first half of the next decade.  High school capacity should be 
adequate during the Ten Year Facilities Plan horizon unless growth far exceeds projections. Table 3 
through 6 projects the number of students enrolled in the District based on varying growth rates.  Table 
7 displays recent overall District growth. It should be noted that annualized enrollment growth from 
2000 to 2008 was 1.5% broken down as follows: 1.5% for K-5, 1.1% for grades 6th – 8th, and 1.7% for 
grades 9th – 12th. The OSPI projections in the Tables below that assume 1.0% growth in kindergarten 
each year compute to an annualized growth rate that is under the 2000 to 2008 annualized growth rate. 
The OSPI projections with kindergarten enrollment increasing by 1.0% each year are considered 
conservative and reasonable.   
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Table 7 
Kennewick School District 

Total Growth Trend 

School Year 
October 1 
Enrollment Growth 

% Growth 
Over Prior 

Year 

5-Year 
Annualized 

Growth 

10-Year 
Annualized 

Growth 
2000-01 13,914 116 0.7% 0.71%  
2001-02 14,174 260 1.8% 0.81%  
2002-03 14,480 306 2.1% 1.07%  
2003-04 14,686 206 1.4% 1.25%  
2004-05 14,777 91 0.6% 1.4%  
2005-06 14,876 99 0.7% 1.4% 1.07% 
2006-07 15,119 243 1.6% 1.3% 1.1% 
2007-08 15,256 137 0.9% 1.1% 1.1% 
2008-09 15,540 284 1.9% 1.2% 1.2% 
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Funding the Construction and Renovation Schedule 
 
The District has money in the Capital Projects fund earmarked to begin the architectural design of a 
new elementary to be sited adjacent to the Cottonwood development in Badger Canyon and to begin 
the design of Canyon View’s remodel.  The recommended $68.0 million bond would fund the 
construction of a new school at Cottonwood as well as the complete remodeling of Canyon View, 
Southgate, Sunset View and Cascade.  
 
In May 2008, the District purchased a 47,000 square foot building located at 1000 W. 4th Ave. The 
building was purchased for the purpose of relocating programs housed in the Fruitland building and to 
provide future administrative office space such as for Information technology including centralizing 
server space.  Bond proceeds in combination with existing funds held in the capital fund would be used 
to renovate the building. The relocation of programs out of the Fruitland building would allow the 
District to use the building as swing space to temporarily house the elementary schools during 
renovation.  
 
The Fruitland building currently houses the Keewaydin Discovery Center, an early childhood special 
education program that serves children age birth to five. The program requires 15,000 square feet of 
space and will have to be relocated in order to use the Fruitland building as swing space.  
 
State matching funds the District would receive from the construction of a new elementary school and 
renovation of four elementary schools (Canyon View, Southgate, and Sunset View) would then be 
used to renovate Lincoln Elementary.  The District has historically received at least a 50 percent match 
(conservative) on its construction and renovation projects.  There may also be enough money to allow 
retrofitting space in the purchased building at 1000 W. 4th Ave. into District Office space as mentioned 
above.  Additional funds could be used for land purchases for future schools or to address emerging 
facility needs. 
 
Phoenix High School is a project based high school that started with enrollment of 40 students in 
August 2007. The program was housed in Southridge High School for the 2007-2008 school year. In 
August 2008 the program moved out of Southridge and into leased space. Targeted enrollment for the 
school is 120 students by August 2010 requiring approximately 10,000 square feet of facility space. 
Intentions are to either construct or purchase permanent space for the program within the next four 
years or earlier depending on available funding. 
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Recommended Schedule for Construction and Renovation 
Table 8 

Sequence School 

Year Built 
or 

Remodeled 
Target Date  

(Start) 
Condition 

Score 

Estimated 
Construction 

Cost  $ 
Funding 
Source 

Estimated 
Phase I & II 
Bond Cost $ 

1 Elementary #14 
(Cottonwood) 

New 2009 N/A $15.5 Million Phase I Bond $15.6 Million 

2 1000 W. 4th Ave. (Food 
Pavilion) Renovation 
   Phase 1.A $1.3M 
   Phase 1.B $2.0M 

1992 2009 N/A $3.3 Million Existing 
Funds/ Phase 

I Bond 

$  2.0 Million 

3 Keewaydin Discovery 
Center 

N/A 2009 N/A $2.0 Million Existing 
Funds 

N/A 

4 Canyon View Elementary 1978 Aug. 2009 55 $10.5 Million Phase I Bond $10.6 Million 
5 District System Upgrades N/A 2009 N/A $6.77 Million Phase I Bond  $ 3.1  Million 
6 Construct/Add Classrooms 

To Elementary Wing 
N/A 2009 N/A $1.3 Million Phase I 

Bond/State 
Match 

$1.3 Million 

7 Southgate Elementary 1978 Aug. 2010 58 $11.0 Million Phase I Bond $11.0 Million 
8 Sunset View Elementary 1981 Aug. 2011 53 $11.5 Million Phase I Bond $11.5 Million 
9 Cascade Elementary 1982 Aug. 2012 58 $11.9 Million Phase I Bond $11.9 Million 

10 Lincoln Elementary 1983 Aug. 2013 51 $12.4 Million State Match N/A 

Dependent 
On 

Funding 

Phoenix High School N/A 2011 N/A $1.2   Million Existing 
Funds/State 

Match 

N/A 

 Bond Fees      $1.0 Million 
  Subtotal Phase I   Years 1 - 6   $87.37 Million   $68.0 Million 

 
11 Desert Hills Middle School 1977/99 Aug. 2015 63 $24.4 Million Phase II Bond $24.4 Million 
12 Westgate Elementary 1952/84 Aug. 2017 52 $20.5 Million Phase II Bond $20.5 Million 
13 Eastgate Elementary 1952/85/90 Aug. 2018 48 $21.3 Million Phase II Bond $21.3 Million 

 Subtotal Phase II   Years 7 - 10   $66.2 Million   $66.2 Million 
        

Total Estimated Phase I & II Cost   $153.57 Million   $134.2 Million
        

Enrollment 
Dependent 

Elementary # 15 New 2015 - 2016 NA $20.4 Million Bond/State 
Match 

  

Enrollment 
Dependent 

Middle School #5 New 2015 - 2017 NA $35.0 Million Bond/State 
Match 

 

                
          

 
All Day Kindergarten & Dual Language Program Expansion 
 
The 2007-2009 state biennium budget included funding to phase in all-day kindergarten at all school 
districts in the state within a ten year period. Expanding half day kindergarten to full day kindergarten 
will generally require an additional classroom at each elementary school. In the first two years of the 
phase-in the District received all day kindergarten funding for five elementary schools (Eastgate, 
Amistad, Westgate, Edison, and Hawthorne). Table 9 indicates the need for additional portable space 
based on a projected timeline for the remaining District elementary schools to receive all day 
kindergarten funding. 



Adopted 11/12/08 

 - 10 -  

 
The District started a dual language program at Edison and Hawthorne Elementary Schools in 2005.  
The program requires an additional classroom each year until a dual language class is offered at each 
grade level (kindergarten through 5th), thereby completing the full implementation of the program at 
Edison and Hawthorne.  The two schools have dual language classrooms in kindergarten through 3rd 
grade as of August 2008. Additional classroom space will be required over the next two years as 
students in the program progress from 3rd to 5th grade (see Table 10), while at the same time the 
program will continue to fill the dual language classrooms established previously at the kindergarten 
through 3rd grades.  
 
Several schools including Hawthorne and Washington are well adapted to the possibility of 
constructing two to four classrooms as an option to the future need for portables at these schools. The 
construction of classroom space could also eliminate portables already sited at these schools.  The 
system upgrades in the construction and renovation schedule includes $1.3 million for the possible 
construction of classrooms to an existing elementary school as an alternative to adding portables.  
 
Kennewick School District 
Projected Timeline For All Day Kindergarten Implementation  

Table 9 
School Year 

Funding Expected 
Building Expected 

To Be Funded 
# of Portables To 
Add W/Out New 

Elem #14 

# of Portables To Add 
With New Elem #14 

2007/2008 Eastgate 
Westgate 
Amistad 

- 
- 
- 

- 
- 
- 

2008/2009 Edison 
Hawthorne 

1 
1 

- 
- 

2009/2010 None - - 
2010/2011 Washington 

Canyon View 
Vista 

1 
1  
2 

1 
1 
1 

2011/2012 None - - 
2012/2013 Lincoln 

Cascade 
1 
1 

1 
1 

2013/2014 Southgate 1 1 
2014/2015 Ridge View 2 1 
2015/2016 Sunset View 2 1 
2016/2017 Elementary #14 - - 

 
Kennewick School District 
Projected Timeline For Dual Language Program Expansion 

 
Table 10 

School Year Building # of Portables To Be 
Added 

2009/2010 Hawthorne 
Edison 

1 (Grade 4) 
1 (Grade 4) 

2010/2011 Hawthorne 
Edison 

1 (Grade 5) 
1 (Grade 5) 
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Ten Year Facility Plan Review Cycle 
 
Facility needs will continue to change from year to year and this facility plan should evolve to 
continually meet those changing needs.  The Ten Year Facility Plan will be reviewed annually and 
updated as needs and projections change.  Renovation of Kennewick High, Horse Heaven Hills, 
Amistad, Ridgeview, and Highlands are likely to be included in the next Ten Year Plan (2018 – 2027) 
if not earlier depending on evaluation of infrastructure condition at those facilities.  
 
A complete reevaluation will take place as part of each six year Study and Survey for the State.  The 
district and community members that make up the Facility Study Committee will continue to review 
the districts’ needs and to make the appropriate recommendations to the Board of Directors from year 
to year. 
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 3 
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Appendix 4 
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Appendix 5 
 


