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New ASB officers

By Ursula Montes

Asmany of you have noticed, Park Middle School has
new A SB officers. Thetreasurer, EmmaHubbard (8) istheonly
onewho did not get removed from her position. We now have
anew president, SophiaClinton (8); vice-president, Mercedes
Johnson (7); and secretary, D’ AnnaSmith (8).

TheASB officersat thebeginning of theyear got removed
from ASB. According to the new ASB officers, they did not
reach the requirementsto be an ASB officer. Some of there-
guirementsareto have a3.0 or higher, beagood leader, and
takerespongbility.

AsanASB officer, you talk about what isgoing oninthe
school and plan school activities. The ASB president contrib-
utesideasthat benefit our school to the classroom representa-
tives. Thevice-president al so contributesideas. Thetreasurer
signs papersto purchase school -related items. The secretary
takes notes on the meetings.

AsanASB officer, you get to help withlotsof funthings.
However, if therewasever ameeting on atest day, youwould
haveto makeit up onyour owntime. Someof theASB officers
believethat more students should get involved with ASB.
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Goodbye WASL ; hello new test

By John Adams

Many peopl e arewondering why we might not takethe WASL in 2010. An announcement
made by our newly el ected top educator, Randy Dorn, stated that he wantsto changetheway
students are tested in the state of Washington. Dorn intendsto replace the WASL with atest
named the M easurements of Student Progress. Dorn wanted anamethat couldn’t beturned into
an acronym asdoneto theWASL.

Dorn saysthat kidsin gradesthreethrough eight will be taking the M easurements of Stu-
dent Progress, whiletenth graderswill take the High School Proficiency Exams.

Thereareno detailson whether thetest isgoing to belikethe WASL,, but some peopleare
assuming it will besimilar. For onething, thetest might not even beago. Thetest still hasto be
negotiated with the private company that hasacontract to administratethe WASL for the state.
Dorn brushed off that issue asunimportant.

“Right now thereisalot of speculation concerning what the new test will look like. Will it
look likethe MAPstest? Will it look likethe WASL, only onthe computer? None of usrealy
know at thispoint. Onethingwedo know for sure, wewill have sometype of test, and it will
measure the same standards that the WASL does — other than that, we' |l have to wait and
see,” sadMr. Pierce.

Thistest will be madeto meet the standards and the tenth grade graduation requirement.
Thetest will not be harder than the WA SL.. Also, instead of writing on paper, it will betakenon
thecomputer. LiketheWASL, it will beastatetest.

Concesson gand Hissnacks

By Erik Chavez

New high school options

By Daniel Barnes

Have you ever been to a Park game and noticed a stand at the end of the band
hallway? You might want to see what they have available; they have snacks such as
chips, candy bars, cookies, lollipops, and sour twists. The items at the stand are aver-
agely priced at 50 cents, so if you have adollar, you might aswell go ahead and buy a
couple of things.

The money earned at the stand goes to the Park PTO and sometimes Orchestra,
as afundraiser for the group. But if you do buy something at the stands, make sure
you throw away wrappers, bottles, or any other trash you carry with you. There have
been littering problems in the bleachers and other areas in the schoal.

There are more choiceswhen it comesto high schools.
Thetwo new schoolsare Deltaand Phoenix.

Deltaisanew S.T.E.M. school. It stands for Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematicsasthat isthefocus
of the school. Getting into this school is not like going to
Kennewick or Southridge High, becauseyou can't transfer into
theschool. You can only getinwhen going fromeighth to ninth
grades. Youwill even get interviewed to seeif you aretheone
that wantsto go to the school and not your parentswanting you

The stand is open for two hours, and it is always there during Park home games.
Expect to see it during the spring games as well. 1t’ll probably be somewhere around

the field.

Stop by the concession stand whenever you have a chance. They have a large
assortment of snacks, and the funds keep the PTO running. So, when you go to Park

home games, make sure you buy something.

to go. Theschool islocated by the Richland library, soif you
arethinking about thisschool, you might want to go look at it.
Thisisasothefirst year theschool isstarting, soif you gothere
youwill beinthefirst graduating class. The school isfunded by
businessesin order to promote more science, engineering, tech-

Please see“High School Options”
Continued on page6

Kids have fun after school

By Itzel Gonzalez

What'sthe 21 Century Program?It’san after school pro-
gramwithalot of fun activitiesfor kidsat Park. Thisisapro-
gram for studentswho have nothing to do after schoal.

A lot of students enjoy thisprogram. “Itisagreat pro-
gram, | havealot of fun,” said MichaelaAndersen (6). How-
ever itisnot just fun and games. They get timeto finish their
homework and get hel p too. Studentsget 45 minutesof Home-
work Zone. They can also hang out with friendsand try differ-
ent activitiesinthisprogram. Therearearound 80 studentswho
havejoined thisprogram.

Therearesx different activitiesin 212 Century. | likebreak
dance, because| like hel ping the younger kidswith the rou-
tines,” said |smael Perez (8). After acertain period of time, the
students can switch activities. The 21% Century givesthe stu-
dentsaplacetogotoafter schoal. “1 redly likethe 21 Century
Program becauseit keegps me out of trouble,” Mae Calderon
(6) admitted.

If you have nothing to do after school, you should think of
joining the program. If you decidetojoin theprogram, you can
contact Holly Boyceinroom 217 for moreinformation.

Eighth graderstrippin’ over careers

By SierraBailey

Eighth gradersrecently got achanceto seethereal world. They took afield tripto WSU
Tri-Citiesand ColumbiaBasin College (CBC). Recently, Park also hosted aCareer Fair for the
eighth graders.

Thefieldtrip took place on February 27. Thetrip wasfor eighth gradersto becomemore
familiar withlocal college opportunities. Half of the eighth graderswent to CBC, and the other
half went toWSU Tri-Cities. At CBC, the studentswere given toursaround the campus, visiting
theatrium, thefitness center, the artscenter, the HUB, and the V building. At WSU Tri-Cities,
studentsweregiven aquick tour of that campusaswell. They met in the Presentation Room and
were given apresentation on the SATsand the ACTs. Afterwards, the studentsweregiven a
short lecture on which majors correspond with which careers.

Theeighth gradersspent lunch a Howard Amon Park in Richland. Therethey had funhanging
outwithther friends. After lunch, both prides(Championsand Voyagers) switched, and theVoyagers
headed off for CBC, and the Championsleft for WSU Tri-Cities.

Studentsattended the Career Fair on March 6. The purposewasfor studentsto learn about
different careersand get abetter ideaof what classesthey might want to takein high school according
toacertain career. Vidting werelaw enforcement officers, newsreporters, firefighters, nurses, doc-
tors, radio hosts, and more. Studentschosewhichfive, out of themany careers, they might beinter-
estedin. They then visited those careersand were given apresentation about that job. TheVoyagers
leaving first thinginthemorning and the Championsleaving after lunch, theeighth graderswereoff to
Tri-Tech. At Tri-Tech, they weretaken around to different areas of thelearning center. They learned
about career fieldssuch ashedlth care, teaching, video production, and more.
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Park’s got PDA

Britany DuVon

What exactly is PDA?
Persond digital assstant?Per-
sonal desktop appliance? Per-
sonal dataassistant? Or isit
Philippine doctor’s associa-
tion?No, actudly PDA means
Physcd Demondration of Af-
fection for another person.
Theactud dictionary definition
isshowingloveor affectionin
publicdisplay.

Hereat Park alot of kids
show PDA, but only few
people get in trouble for it,
becausethey’ rethe oneswho
get caught. Whitney Hicks(8)
says, “The rules we have
agang PDA arestupid; | don't
think thisschool should be so
obsessed over it.” But then
there are kids like Josh
Cardenas(6) who said, “ Yes,
there should berules, so that
we are safer, and keeps boys
andgirlsfromtouching.”

Hereat Park, the conse-
quences are Step Four con-

tracts. But alot of thestudents
don’t think there should be
any consequences. Jesus
Garcia (8) said, “There
shouldn’t be anything; espe-
cidly not acontract.”

Now some teachers
don’'t allow PDA, because
they think it might affect stu-
dents learning. “PDA doesn't
affectthair learning unlessthey
letit, andyou haveto besmart
enough not to let it,” says
Garcia (8). Davonte Morris
(8) agreed saying, “It’'scalled
responghility.”

Kidssay when other kids
show PDA it doesn’t bother
them, becausethey understand
why they are doing it. We
show PDA, because welike
aperson and want to show it.
Hicks(8) says, “No, itdoesn't
bother me. If teachers can
show PDA, then why can’t
students? It’sthe samething,
serioudy.” “Persondly | likeit,”

What'sin a Name?

By Mckenzi Ham

Many people in our
school havesomevery unique
names. Most of themarefrom
different cultures andsomeare
just fromtheir parents. A few
of the parents made up the
namesor gotitfromT.V.

Somekidsmight get their
namesinthehospitd. Ixalana
Gacia(8) sad,“My momsad
shegot my namefromtheT.V.
whileshewasinthehospitd.”
Imaginethat... what if your
mom was watching
Spongebob?

Others got their names
fromtheBibleor abook. That

By Drew Moore

Haveyou ever wondered
how your teachers got to
wherethey are now teaching
you? The answer to that is
they went to school just like
you are right now. But the
funny thing isthat there are
many years between thetime
when they went to school and
thetimenow. That meansthat
there are many differences
between the old timesand our
thenew times.

DidyouknowthatinMr.
Parker’s school years in
middle school, hewasforced
to take showers, whiletoday
wedon’t haveto think about
even stripping?And the PE.
teacher redlly did comearound
andwhipyouwithawet towd.

sai
Dewen
Ramos(8).

Theother thing that frus-
trates some people is when
they getintroublefor hugging
a friend. “A friendly hug
doesn’'t mean anything at al,”
said Ramos (8). “At this
school weonly getintrouble
for girl onboy hugging, not girl
ongirl, or boy onboy hugging,
andthat'snot fair,” saysHicks
(8).

In South Africa it is
againgt thelaw for anyoneun-
der the age of 16 to take part
inany publicdisplaysof affec-
tion. So | would be glad that
our rulesaren’ t that harsh. But
if we keep it up, they might
become like that. But, let’'s
hopefor the best!

isthe casefor Jana Gomez (7)
and Tanis Mech (6). Some
people like Khadra Ali (8),
Itahiri Dominguez (8),
Mirsada Hasanovic (6) and
Tamar Bugal (6) got their
namesfromther culture Ali’s
and Bugal’snames arefrom
Africa. Dominguez' snameis
from Guatemala, while
Hasanovic’'s name is from
Bosnia

LakishalLove's(7) par-
entstold her astory about how
she got her name. “My first
wordwas'key’, then my par-

entsput thewordsLaand Sha
to it to make Lakisha.” she
said. Names could have dif-
ferent meaningsin other lan-
guages. For example, Ali’s:
Khadrameansgreen.

Many of the students
saidthey liked their nameex-
ceptfor justafew. A lot of the
peoplewithinteresting names
said that it was hard to spell
their name when they were
little. Imaginetrying to spell
Selvaggia at age five, or
maybe Boddhisattva, and if
you think I’m kidding go to

Old school teachers

They were allowed to, espe-
cidlyif youdidn't want to get
intheshower. Ancther differ-
enceisthat the teachershad
the power to usecorpord pun-
ishment if you goofed off, as
innot gettingintheshower and
haveto be whipped by awet
towel. Corporal punishment
isdefined asphysical punish-
ment, asspanking, inflictedon
achild by anadultinauthority,
andisnow illega inschool.
But that’snot al. When
Mrs. Coomeswent to PE. she
got to swim and play ice
hockey. Now, how funwould
that be? Can you imagine
stepping into thelocker room
andyour PE teecher tdlingyou
to put your swimsuit on? Mrs.

aternativebabynames.com.

Coomes also described
middle school back then as
very fun, but middle school
today aschaotic and stressful.
Mrs. Dyer believesthat
the expectations back then
werevery different inthefact
that the grading scale (see
sidebar) wastotally changed.
“The grading scale has
changed considerably,” said
Mrs. Dyer. Also, withtoday’s
learning, Mrs. Dyer said that
thereismoretechnol ogy incor-
porated with our learning.
Mrs. Mann, on the other
hand, thought that then and
now aresmilar by thefact that
theteachersweredifficult dur-
ing both time periods. Mrs.
Manndso saidthat shewould

Features

Mystery Profile

By Kylan Becho

Knock, knock. Who’s there? Guess. Guess
who? No guess. O.K. here’s the next mystery per-
son of the Cub Chronicle, so listen up. Who is she?
She has worked at Park for an astonishing 11 years.
She has dark brown hair and her favorite book is
the hit book that sold 1.3 million copies in one day
and sold atotal of 17 million copies...the book that
every girl loves: “Twilight” by Stephanie Meyer.

She is a computer expert; she knows all about
the computer from the inside and out. Every time a
class sees her on a certain day every two weeks,
she has a new program she shows us on the com-
puter, and she helps run the school website. Sheis
very nice and she loves everything about Park, in-

cluding the students.

She has two children and is married. She has
been married for 25 years and is married to a man
whose name is Ron. She has one boy and one girl
whose names are Kyle and Staci. All together she

loves her family.

She loves books, and everyone in the school
has met her at least once. She's worked with Mrs.
Stites for 11 years. She works in the library and

organizes tons of books.

I know what you’re thinking. That’s right. It’s
Mrs. Wandling. If you already figured it out by now,
then good job. But if you didn’t, well, better luck

next time.

TOP TEN baby namesfor
girlsin2009:
Hla
Grace
Emma
Elizabeth
Lorde
Riley
Rory
Isabdla
Chloe
Anna

have loved to have Tutorial
when she was a kid. So, be
thankful for Tutorial, Park
Middle School students.
Then and now arevery
different, so we should be
thankful that thereisno cor-
poral punishment. But
wouldn’tit befunif wegotto
svimduring PE?

TOP TEN baby namesfor
boysin 2009:

Aiden
Jayden
Dylan
James
Gavin

Benjamin

Cdeb
Nathan
Jack

Andrew

Grading ScaleThen

90-100 A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

Grading ScaleNow

93-100 A
90-92 A-
87-89 B+
83 - 86 B
80-82 B-
76-79 C+
70-75 C
67-69 C-
64-66 D+
60 - 63 D
59-0 F
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Park kids see “stars’

By Jacob Hittinger

Ohmy! Ohgosh! It'shim! It'sher! Did you know, critics
consider Miley Cyrusand SelenaGomez to bethemost famous
teen pop sars?Wdll, hereat Park, hdf of that istrue. Out of dl the
teen pop starsintheworld, the tudentsat Park consider Miley
Cyrusand DavidArchuletato bethemaost popular teen pop sars.

Didyou know that Miley Cyrushasaheart disease called
Tachycardia? Tachycardiamakesaperson' sresting heart ratefaster
thannormal. “ Thetypeof tachycardial haveisn't dangerous. It
won't hurt me, but it doesbother me. Thereisnever atimeonstage
when I’ mnot thinking about my heart,” saysCyrusin her autobiog-
raphy, Milesto Go. Someof Park students’ favorite songsfrom
Cyrusinclude”Best of BothWorlds’, “Hy ontheWal” and“ The
Climb”. Cyrusbecame ateen pop sensation after Hannah Mon-
tanadebutedin March, 2006. Following the success of theshow,
in October 2006, asoundtrack CD wasrd eased inwhich shesang
e ght songsfromtheshow.

Didyou knownthat DavidArchuletastarted Singing at age
seven, but stopped for several yearswhen hediscovered that he
had aparayzed voca chord?Archuleta smother isfromHondu-
ras, and much of themusic helistened to asachild was Latin-
influenced, includingwatchinghismomsingat eventswithher s
ters. Shedso, “washigondancing.” AccordingtoArchuleta, she
would makehim dancetotraditional muscwithhisolder sger. He
adsoligenedtojazz, gospd, pop, rock and soulful music. Inalater
interview, hesaidthat hisfather wasajazz musician.

TheJonasBrothersared soabigteen hit. They havegoneon
many tours. They got their famefrom the Disney Channdl. Also
they haveturned out many hit songs. “ The Jonas Brothers: 3D
Concert Experience’ madeover $12.7 million. They aso opened
for Hannah Montana s3D concert and madeover $31.1 million
lastyear.

You should keep in mind that teen pop starsare normal
people. They arejust like everyone el se, except they arewell
known by just about the whole world, whether they worked
hard to get therelikethe Jonas Brothers, or they wereborninto
famelikeMiley Cyrus
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STORY CONTEST WINNERS
TheHabothat Lived inaDumpder

By Travis Watkins

Fashion wars at Park

By llseMartinez

AbercombieandFitch, Zumiez, Hdlider, Aeropodde, andKahls
al weird names, but yet sofamous. Thesearesomeof thenamesof
sudents favoritedothingstoreshereat Park.

Zumiezcameinasthenumber onefavaritedathinggore Zumiez
isagorewhereyou canfindanassortment of Skating- andsnowboerding-
influencedgyleddathing, ak.a bright colorful Sketer dothes

PacSun, an abbreviaionfor Pacific Sun, hasskater and surfer
syleddothing. Evenif you havenever sst foot onaboard or fal off
evarytime youcandill enjoytherdothes

For thaseconcerned about gatusandthelabe sonther dothes,
Aeropodaehaslongbeenonedf thein” brandsamongteendathing
dores Thardathingfor bothgenderstendstowardthe™ preppy”” [ook.
Comparedtoother “preppy” doresa themadl, Aeropodtaeisoneof
themorereasonably priced.

Hat Topicistheplacetogofor dothesthet arealittieout of the
ordinary. If youlikeyour dothing dark and brooding or maybealittle
punk, Hot Topicisfor you. Neon pantsand sudded bdtsarejust afew
of thethingsyou canfindontheracks Eventhosewho sy awvay from
thefull “goth” look turtoHat Topicfor thestore suniquesdectionof t-
shirtsfeaturing hat bands, pop cultureicons, and humoroussayings

Other gudentschoseto shopat JCPenny’s Kohl’s Burlington,
orevenfromcataogs. If you' relookingfor anewlook or just arebored
atthemdl, someday you should check out acoupleof thesedores

Wow! | suream|abeing peopleinthisarticle. Why don'tyou
check out theopinionartideon pageseven.

Once upon atimetherewasahobo that lived in adumpster and hisnamewas Hobo
Stinky. Stinky isahobo because helost hisjob asabutcher be-
cause he got caught cutting the head off of acow.

He alwayswanted to hang acow’ s head above hismantel,
30 Stinky took Boomer’ shead and hung it onashelf inhisdumpster.

Then onelate and stormy night stinky got very, very, very
hungry. Stinky started to hallucinate and thought that Boomer was
talking to himandtryingto convince Stinky to eat him. Stinky jumped
up and ripped Boomer’s head off thewall and threw it out intherain. Boomer landedina
very largepuddle. Stinky |ooked out of thetop of hisdumpster and thought that Boomer was
floating on the top of the water, because Boomer’s soul had come back to steal hishead
back from Stinky.

Stinky freaked out and quickly threw hisdumpster inthe near river and thenjumpedin
after it, and they both sunk to the bottom, and that’swhere helivesfor all eternity.

2nd Place-“ ThePrincessMermaid and the Prince’ by AngeliqueArmstrong
3rd Place - “Alexandria the Fairy Who Knew Love But Had None” by Cami Gamble-
Ausmus

Speak

By Audrey Caryl

Haveyou ever wondered what it would belikeif you could
talk toanimas? Thisisthat story.

| wokeuptoascreamingaarm. “5:30?7” | whispered to my-
sdf. “Butit’'sSaturday.” Asl got out of bed to turn off theaarmmy
dog Peppacamerunning excitedly to my feet.

“Who'sagood girl?’ | said patting her on the head.

Asl walkedinto the kitchen Pepparushed ahead of me and opened the kitchen cup-
board. She pulled out abox of Fruity Pebblesand put it at my feet. “No cereal for you, but
I will havesome,” | saidtiredly.

| poured the Fruity Pebblesinto abowl and got themilk fromthefridge. | sat downon
the couch and turned onthe T.V. It was on Disney Channel, so | thought maybe momwas
happy before shewent to work, because she hadn’t turned on her soapsyet.

Asl started to eat the Fruity Pebbles my ears started to ring. About aminute | ater it
suddenly stopped. Peppawas|ooking at mewith an excited face asif sheknew what was
happening.

“Diditwork?’ sheasked happily.

“Youcantak!”

“Of coursel can, silly,” shesaid laughing. “I have awaysbeen ableto talk to you, but
you just couldn’t understand me.”

| wasso confused. | turned off the T.V. and looked out thewindow. Therewere seven
birds, four cats, threedogs, six squirrels, and abunny on my front porch. All of theseanimals
looked likethey werewaiting for somebody to come outside.

“Areyou gonnago greet them?’ Peppaasked me sadly.

“Me?" | asked. “What do| say, what do | do, why arethey here?’

] Continued on page6
| bbi on the L oose

By Adilene Santos

Oncetherewasalittle spider called Ibbi. Shewasafunny
spider and made studentslaugh.

Oneday Ibbi cameto Mr.Mendarno’sclass. Mr.Mendarno
wasgiving out instructionsfor hisclass. Then Ibbi decided to do
one of her pranks. Shetook all the pens and pencilsaway so he
couldn’t find any of them. The students knew who took them, but
they didn’t tell. I1bbi made the studentslaugh even more by flickering thelightson and off.
I bbi was having so much fun, but shewasafraid to get caught by Mr.Mendarno.

It wastimefor lunch. Mr.Mendarno didn’t bring any food, so hetook school lunch. He
got a slice of pizza, carrots, milk, and a cookie. That was Ibbi’s favorite stuff to eat.
Mr.Mendarno forgot hisnapkins. When he cameback al hisfood wasgone. Ibbi got full of
eating, and she got sleepy, so shewent to sleep. After lunch was over the students came
back. The studentswerewaiting for her to play more prankson Mr.Mendarno. Shetook his
book. Helooked and looked but never found it. Everybody waslaughing and laughing. They
couldn’t stop until Mr. Mendarno called the principa . Hecamein and said, “Why areyou
messing with Mr. Mendarno’sstuff.” No oneanswered. Theprincipal asked, “What wasthe
book called?’

Thebook popped under the doorway. Mr.Mendarno checked outsideif someone had
dropped it. He put the book in hishand. Ibbi landed on top of hisbook and smiled at him.

2nd Place- “Duck War” by Will Bagley
3rd Place- “TheDark Night” by Jessica Spindola




March, 2009

8" girls end season -
By YelenaMantay and Jacob Miller >

Thegirlsbasketball seasonisfinaly over. BothAteam  BASKETEALL
and B team had agreat season and improved alot.

The A team had arecord of 5-5. They played seven schoolsthis
year. Coach Oatis said that the best game was against Horse Heaven,
and the hardest wasagainst Enterprise. Theteam hasworked very hard
thisyear. Although, “Many playersshined in different games,” Coach
said, the best offensive player was Sophia Clinton, and the best defen-
siveplayer was Whitney Hicks.

They have practiced many drills including dribbling,

4, (M oirlsplay hard
By EricLaw
January 28to March 4 wasgirl’sbasketball season. The sev-
enth grade A team won two out of ten games. The B team won
four out of ten games.

The coachesfor theA and B teamswere Mrs. Mann and Mr.
Cummings. They werevery proud of their teams. Theteamsplayed
many good games and tried their hardest. Coach Cummingssaid
that histeam played their best game at Garrison Middle School in
WallaWalla. On the other hand, Coach Mann said that her team

played their best at Highlands. Both teamsworked as ateam at

shooting, offenseand defense. They needtoimprovealittle
on the turn-overs, he said. The team met the expectations
for the season. Team member M cK ayla Sandersthought that
Chief Joe was the hardest game. She aso said that Horse
Heaven was areally fun game, because the scores were re-

aly close.

The B team had arecord of 5-5 also. Their best game
has been against Highlands with a score of 25-12. Jackie
Contrerasthought that the easiest game was against Ochoa,
and the hardest game was against Chief Joe. The B team
coach, Mr. Hale, said the best player was Maria Torres.
Torres said that the easiest game was against Highlands, and hardest
was against McLaughlin. Sheasofelt that they needed to improve on

working asateam.

Thegirlsbasketball season went great for both teams.

thegames.

They worked on many playsin basketball practice. The A
team works on the plays High, Clear, Special, High Low, Ice,
Short, and out of bounds plays. The B team workson playscalled
One, Two, and Chicken. The girlstried harder to master all the
plays so they could win games. One of the A teamers, Kyanne
Jensen, stole the ball twice and made a lay-in in the last few
seconds at the game against Garrison.

One of the best timesthe B teamershad waswhen they were
throwing medicine balls at each other during practice. And ac-
cording to someA teamers, every practice was funny. Another

funny moment for the B team was when Jessikka New-Jay kept
falling during agame.

Overall it wasagood season. The girlshad agood timeand

tried their hardest. The coachestaught them good skills.

Park’s wrestlers excel

By Rachel Ivanoff

Takedowns. Cradles.
Half Nelsons. These are
words some wrestlers use
on a daily basis. Mr.
Persinger would describe
wrestling as, “ A sport that
requires one person to
move or control another to
score points.”

Persinger and Mr.
Moon are the wrestling
coaches, and thisyear they
arevery enthusiastic about
their team.

“We have exceeded
my expectations,” Mr.
Moon commented. “A
middle school that picked
up technique and actually
did it wasablast for me!”
Finishing up theyear with
an about 210-211 scoreis
agreat way to end the sea
son. Moon expressed how
heisn’'t actually alowedto
keep score, but if hehad to
guess, Park would prob-
ably havetorank upinthe

~ .
7,
o)
top two schools at 1 have a fixed opinion

least.

Park’ swrestling team
seems to have really en-
joyed their year so far.“l
learned alot, but | have had
some fun,” Jonathan
Waggoner (7) admitted.

Now | know what
you'redll thinking... why
would anyoneintheir right
mind wrestle in those
creepy little outfits? (At
least, that’ swhat I’ m think-

ing.) So asan added bonus
you will now know the
truth behind the singlet. A
wrestling singlet (or sim-
ply singlet) isaone-piece,
tight-fitting, colored uni-
form, usually made of
spandex or nylon. Theuni-
formistight-fitting so that
it doesn’'t get grabbed ac-
cidentally by one's oppo-
nent. Most of thewrestlers

about the ouitfits.

“Itfeeslikewe rena
ked!” Jordan Powers (8)
explained. Waggoner, Ty
Smith (7), and Brant Pow-
ers (7) al expressed their
opinion on how revealing
the singlets were. Most of
thewrestlershighly didike
the singlets, yet they still
play the mysterious sport
of wrestling. | guess one
would have to be part of

that distant world to under-
stand.

Mr. Moon

By TaraSzendre

Mr. Moon is one of Park’s
wresting coachesand al so teaches
computers. He has been coaching
wrestling for 34 years. He has
taught at Kamiakin, Pasco,
Burbank, Kennewick, Juanita,
Sammamish High Schools, aswell
asPark. Heenjoyscoachingwres-
tling and planson coaching sportsuntil heretires, whichisabout
12 yearslonger.

M oon has coached middle school soccer and girl’ s soft-
ball. Coach Moon played sportsasakid aswell. He played
Little League Baseball, crosscountry, track, and wrestling, of
course. Healsodidwrestling for threeyearsfor Kamiakin,
two yearsfor CBC, and two yearsfor UNC.

Moon is married with four children whose names are
Amanda(25), Zach (19), Jake (18), and Hannah (16). Heen-
joysfishing, hunting, and ATV 4-whedlers. Hisfavoritemovie
isForest Gump, and hisfavoritebook is The Lord of the Rings.
Healsolikesto read agood book in hissparetime. Moonisa
very taented, experienced wrestling coach, and our playersare
ingood hands.

Mr.
Persnger

By TaraSzendre

"~ Mr. Persingerisasixthgrade
& math and scienceteacher and one

of the wrestling coaches. He's

never coachedwrestling before, but

decided to try it out when Mr.
Moon asked himto help out. He has coached bowlingand is
currently coaching the First Tee program hereat Park. Persnger
enjoyscoaching and likes hel ping peoplelearn and grow.

When Persinger wasakid he played Little League Base-
ball and AJBC Bowling. Henever did any school sportspro-
grams.

Persinger wasmarried, but isnow separated. He hastwo
children, Donald and Danielle. Helikesto do many thingsin-
cluding, bowling, playing golf, reading, writing, and gardening.
Hedoesn't particularly like TV, though hecan sit and watch a
TV program or movie. Hea so likesbooks. Someof hisfavor-
ites are They Shoot Canoes, Don't They? and The Da Minci
Code, and any book that is about history. Persinger enjoys
doing anythingin hissparetime. Park isexcited to hel p Persinger
becomeagreat coach hisfirst year.

TRV R
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Midnight Jammer s break out

By EmmaHubbard

How many of you have
actually tried to break
dance? Well, the group
Midnight Jammers com-
petesin battles. They prac-
tice after school with one
of the original B-Boys.
They are currently working
on anew routine with him.

They started break
dancing about five months
ago during soccer practice.
Bryan Reyes (8) and Luis
Magana (8) were messing
around with music from a
student’s cell phone, but
they really started thisclub
when Mr.Gregory sug-
gested they should try out
for the talent show for the
honor roll assembly. Usu-
ally they start battles dur-
ing the socials, but thistime
they decided to come up
with a routine and work
together asagroup.

They have worked on
basic steps and footwork,
but now they work on new

routines.
Some of
them are
even
teaching
other boys
after
school to
improve their teaching
skillsand help otherslearn
about break dancing.

Break dancing is a
dangerous sport; you can
injure yourself by doing
power trickslike stallsand
other crazy moves. They
came up with the name
from Mae Calderon’s (6)
dad. “Bryan and | werein
adifferent group, but they
couldn’t break, so we made
our own group,” says
Magana.

They are hoping to
keep this group together as
long as they can so they
can get better at what they
are learning. They have
been working on footwork,

A2 A

basic steps, and transitions
in the Commons after
school. They have commit-
ted to go after school, be-
cause they are determined
to learn more and get bet-
ter at it.

For the most part they
get along with each other,
“but we have timesthat we
aremad at each other,” said
Dao Bautista.

Now, you have seen
them perform at the honor
roll assembly or maybethe
socials. Who knows?You
might see them on the
streets starting battles or
on America’s Best Dance
Crew on MTV.

Park competesin AAU

By McKayla Sanders

AAU isaleagueof sportsthat some studentsat Park par-
ticipatein. Jarrod Molnaa(8), Devven Ramos(8), and Chase
Molnaa(7) play AAU basketbal. Itisnot just basketbal, though,
but actually many other sports. AAU standsfor Amateur Ath-
letic Union. Unlikeschool ball,inAAU you get totravel out of
town like Spokane, Pendleton, Hanford, WallaWalla, Burbank,

and Idaho for tournamentsand games.

Themain difference between school basketball andAAU
isthat it'sharder. Also, you can get first, second, or third place
depending on how well your team does. AAU doesnot inter-
ferewith school basketball, becausethey practiceat nightsand
have games during the weekend. They practice two or three
timesaweek and havegamesor tournamentsevery other week-

end.

Jarrod Molnaa (8) playsfor aninth gradeteam. “I like
school ball better, becauseit ismore competitive, and you get
to play for your community,” hesaid. Ramosand ChaseMolnaa
do not agreethough; they likeAAU better. “AAU isbetter and
morefun, because you get to play better people,” said Ramos.

Chase Molnaa plays for a team called EKU. Chase
Molnaa sfavorite part about AAU isjust playing basketball,
whilehisbrother, Jarrod, likes scoring and traveling out of town
the best. Ramos plays for the Kennewick Hawks and loves

everythingabout AAU.

If youwant tojoin AAU basketball
you can sign up at www.aausports.org but
you will havetotry out. Also, one of the
coaches might watch you during aschool
basketball game and recruit you to their
team.

What 1s 4-H?

By Troy Hammond

4-H isan extracurricular, volunteer led, family-
oriented program. This program helps young people
develop life skills. The five basic life skills
are...building self confidence, developing aninquiring
mind, setting goals and making decisions, relating to
other people, developing a concern for the commu-
nity. Their motto is “To make the best better.” the
motto is intended to inspire young kids to learn and
grow. The 4-H emblem is the four-leaf clover with
theletter “H” on each leaf. The“H” stands for Head,
Heart, Hands and Health — the foundation of all 4-H

programs.

Head, Heart, Hands and Health — the foundation of all 4-H programs

There is a Club Leader who is an adult volun-
teer who isresponsible for the organizational aspects
of the club. The group colors are green and white.
Green symbolizes life, springtime, and youth. While
white symbolizes purity. 4-H is for boys and girlsin
kindergarten through grade 12.

4-H members must make at least one project
each year and complete the records for that project.
Most project clubshaveat |east one meeting per month.
A member isrequired to exhibit at thefair to complete
their project. A project is selected based on interest,

needs, and capabilities.

Awards are given to 4-H members at the An-
nual Achievement Night held in thefall. Ribbons are
given according to performance.

Budget cuts at Washington State University could
jeopardize 4-H programs that serve more than 1,200

children and teens in Benton and Franklin counties

and close WSU Extension offices statewide, officials
say. “Essentialy, if the extension offices closg, in all
probability 4-H would ceaseto exist,” Franklin County
Extension office Director Lauri Sherfey said in are-
cent Tri-City Herald newspaper article.

March Madness 2009

By SophiaClinton

It's March Madness!
April 6, 2009, isthe champi-
onship gameand thewinning
team getsto walk away with
thetravelingtrophy. Thereare
327teamsindivison 1 college
basketball, all with the hopes
of becoming America’ s next
top college basketball team.
They haveto makeit intothe
field of teamsand beinvited
to thetournament. Sixty-five
men’steamsand 64 women's
aregranted aninvitation. Both
girls andboys teamsarecho-
sen by aselection committee
whichismade up of athletic
directorsand conferencecom-
missoners.

Onceyou start thetour-
nament, you canonly havetwo
lossesuntil your teamisout of
the tournament. Soon after,
they have the “Sweet 167,
wherethefina 16 teamsplay.
Therearetwo separate brack-
etsthat play in March Mad-

ness. There is a winning
bracket and alosing bracket.
Thewinnersplay each other,
andthelosersplay each other.
You may think that
March Madnessisjust abunch
of teamsthat Sgnuptoplay in
the tournament, but it’s not.
Thereisawhole processthat
eachteamgoesthroughtofind
out what teamthey will becom-
peting against. It'scalled the
“pods and seeds” selection.
Seedsrefer to the placement
of ateam in oneto four re-
gions. Podsarethe grouping
of each teamin thefirst and
second round. Thesamecom-
mitteethat chooseseach team
to enter the tournament
choosesthe pods and seeds.
Each region has teams
placedinaseed of 1-16.The
best team gets one seed. For
each region there are four
pods. One pod includes seeds

1, 16, 8, and 9. The second
pod includes seeds 4, 13, 5
and 12. Thethird podincludes
seeds 2, 15, 7 and 10, and the
fourth pod includes seeds 3,
14, 6 and 11. It may sound
complicated, but thetruthis
theteamsaren’ t worried about
how complicated the match-
ing upis. They are morefo-
cused on beating every team
they canand avoidingthelos-
ersbracket.

TheNationa Collegiate
AthleticAssociation (NCAA)
tournamentsarean American
tradition. Theyear that March
Madnesswasofficidly started
wasin 1939. Oregon wasthe
first teamtowin, beating Ohio
State with a score of 46-
33.0klahomawastherunner
up team for that season. Some
of themorerecent winnersare
North Carolina(UNC) beat-
ing lllincisin2005. Sean May
was MVP for that game.

Year

1988

. _ 1989
Floridabeat UCLA in2006  1g9gq
with Joakim Noah as MVP. 1991
Lastyears winningteamwas 1992
Kansas State. 1993
Most kidsat our school 1994
think that either Dukeor UNC  1gg5
are going to win this year.  1ggg
Jarrod Molnaa (8), Jordan 1997
Powers (8), and Dylan  1ggg
Tennancour (7) al thinkthat 1999
Dukewill dominatethisyears 2000
March Madness. They dso g1
think that Tyler Hensbrow 5592
from UNC will takeMVP, 2003
Thefind fourteamsplay o4

on April 4, 2009. They are o5
cdled“TheFina Four".The 506
four teamswill beplayingat 5997
the Ford Field in Detroit,  5n0g

Michigan. Eachyear , thefind
four play at adifferent loca-
tion. If youwant toknow more
and keep up to date with the
brackets, just tune into your
local ESPN channel onyour
television or searchit onthe
I nternet.

Champion
Kansas
Michigen
UNLV

Duke

Duke

North Carolina
Arkansas
UCLA
Kentucky
Arizona
Kentucky
Connecticut
Michigan State
Duke
Maryland
Syracuse
Connecticut
North Carolina
Horida
Horida
Kansas State
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Extra

Dear Miss Concerned

Dear Miss Concerned,

| have a friend who lies about everything, and then
the next day she says she never said anything like it. I'm
not sure if she even likes me as a friend anymore. | like to
hang out with her because of all the popular kids. Should |
still be her friend?
Sncerely,
Wonder Gurl

Dear Wonder Gurl,

If your friend islying and shewon't stop, then don’t take
anything she saysto heart. If you feel comfortable, ask her if
you aretill friendsor not. Hanging out with apersonjust to be
with thepopular kidsisnot theway to go. If youredly like her,
not just her friends, thentell her how’ veyou beenfeding lately.
Sincerdy,

MissConcerned

Dear Miss Concerned,

MySpace seemsto be the only way that people can
talk to each other and | feel like a loser, because | don't
have one. My parents won't allow me to have one. They
think that it's not very safe. | want a way to keep in
touch with my friends and | don’'t know how else to talk
to them. What should | do?

Sncerely,
Left Out

Dear Left Out,

To haveaMySpace, you haveto havean e-mail, soall
your friendsshould havean e-mail address. Get their e-mail
and stay intouch that way. Your friends should understand
that you can't have aMySpace. Try negotiating with your
parents. Seeif you can have oneif you let them check it
whenever they want.

Sincerdly,
MissConcerned

Thingscan behard growingup,
and sometimes talking to
someoneelsefor advicehelps
you feel better. There are
somestudentsfrom Park who
wrote to me to ask for some
advice. Take a look at what
they wrote. Maybe you are
strugglingwith thesamething.
If you ever need advice,
remember that you can always
talk toafriend, your parents,
acounselor, or ateacher.
Miss Concerned

March 30-April 3

A

Dear Miss Concerned,

| have a major issue with one of my “ friends” . She
Is so two-faced. One day she’s all nicey nice to me and
then the next sheistelling everybody my personal prob-
lems. | want to try and talk to her, but that’s the time
when she's being nice to me, so | know that the next day
she’ll go and tell everyone what | was trying to fix, but
it's just making the problem worse! What do | do?
Sncerely,
Confused

Dear Confused,

If talking to her hasn't been working, then | would stop
hanging out with her. A red friend wouldn't be* two-faced”.
If you'reupfor ared dare, approach her cdmly whilesheis
being rude, and ask her nicely to stop talking about you. I
that doesn’t work, ask an adult for help.

Sincerdy,
MissConcerned

Dear Miss Concerned,

| have been struggling in math since the begin-
ning of the year. My parentsdon’t help, and | don’t seem
to understand the way that my teacher teaches. My
gradesget lower and lower every quarter. What should
| do?
Sncerely,
Ms. Sruggle

Dear Ms. Struggle,

Tutorid isavailableafter school for every grade, until
3:30. Don't be afraid to ask questions during thelesson or
after class. All theteachersare hereto help you learn and
wouldloveto help.

Sincerdy,
MissConcerned

STORY CONTEST WINNER
Speak
Continued from page 3

“Them?They arethewelcoming committee,” Peppain-
formed me.

| went out onto thefront porchand dl theanimas faceslit
up likealanterninadark room.

“You must be Melody,” they al said in unison, “Very
pleased to meet you.”

“My nameisTwest,” said oneof thebirds, “and theseare
my six brothers Chirp, Loop, Max, Mack, Acat, and Brad. My
sister over hereisHarmony. Sheissortashy.”

“l am Sam,” said ashabby cat fromthe crowd. “ Theoth-
ersareMat, Mike, and Sunny.”

Thesix squirrelsintroduced themsel vesas Nut, Acorn,
Shelly, Sis, Rain and Willow, and three dogs were Peanut But-
ter, Chocolate Chip, and Dusty. Last of al, thebunny said her
namewas Silver.

“That’salot of namesto remember,” | said, “But, first |
want to know what isgoing on.”

“You cantak to animalsand understand our languages!”
sadSilver.

“How?’ | asked | wasvery confused.

“Peppaput adrop of Kryptoniteinyour cereal whenyou
went to get themilk,” Tweet explained. “The small amount of
Kryptonite madeit so you can understand us.”

“Wow,” | said. “I thought Kryptonite weakened people.”

“That’sjust Superman,” Peppainterrupted.

“Either way, thisisfun, and | likeit!” | ssid happily. “Let’s
go havesomefun!”

2nd Place-“Go Cart” by JosiasJohnson
3rd Place-“Lost” by Jessica Seinwand

Cub ChronicleSaff

4 )

High School Options
Continued from page 1 hefEditk?rSd
. . Chief - JohnAdams
nology, and m‘*he”?a“ cslee_ml ng. . . News- UrsulaMontes
The other choicefor high school isPhoenix. Phoe- .

o : . . Features- Britany DuVon
nix isasmall project-based school. Thismeansthat in- Sports- McK aylaSanders
stead of Sitting at adesk, you work on big projects. Then : : :

) . . . Entertainment - AimeeMartin
the project you madewill earn partsof creditsfor differ- Copy - llseMartinez
ent typesof classes. Unlikethe ST.E.M. schoal, you can Computer Gal - YelenaMantay
transfer into the school at any time, not just during your
freshman year. The school wasformed becausetoo many Renorters
students were dropping out, because they were bored Danid Bames
with school and not learning anything relevant to what Kylan Becho
they want to learn. The school isnear the Spaghetti Es- Dominik Brenring
tablishment in Kennewick. SieraBruce

If youknow what youwant todoinyour futureor if Erik Chaver
you don'’t, these two school sare great choices. Phoenix SophiaClinton
Isgreat for people Jacqueline Contreras
whqarestilltrying Mystery Pic #3 zd Gorzdler
to find What. they The first person to correctly Mckenzi Ham
want. Delta is for identify thismystery picture (be Troy Hammond
thosewhowantto | gecific), wins a prize. Report Jecob Hittinger
do more science- | to Mrs. Bissell no sooner than EmmaHubbard
?:Ss math-related | the start of 7th period. Rachd Ivanoff
' EricLaw
Zoel ucke
Jacob Miller
Drew Moore
MaddieRell
TaraSzendre
\_  Adviser-MrsBissdl /
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Don’t bealabe maker

If someone sees a
personwaking downthe
street in ragged clothes,
messed up hair, and dirt
covering them from
head to toe, usually their
first impression is he
needs help, he's gross,
he's poor, or something
of that nature; but that’s
not always the case. By
the way, when we say
‘label maker’ we mean
a person who labels
other people, not a de-
vice that makes labels

that you can stick on
things.

Wethink it'swrong
to label people because
you shouldn’t judge
other people by how
they look.

What if there were
no labels on food pack-
ages? You' d take some
home and try them out
before you decided if
you liked it or not.
You'd throw out what
you don’'t like, and
you'd find new things

that you do like. This
can apply to people too.
So, don’t put labels on
someone. Get to know
them first. If you don’t
likethem, don’t hang out
withthem. If youdolike
them, try to become
friendswith them.
People label other
peoplefor different rea-
sons. Opinions vary on
why labeling happens.
Why do you think label -
ing happens? Perhaps,
because they don’t take

the time to get to know
someone. They just
judge what they see on
the outside.

Basically, we think
that labeling others is
wrong; unfortunately itis
in human naturetojudge.
The assumptions made
from labeling can be
dead wrong, sorta true,
or true. It's not wise to
think that all of your as-
sumptions are right. If
your assumption is bug-

Opinion

ging you so bad, go up
to them and try to learn
alittlebit about them.

L abeling otherscan
really hurt them, even if
what you think is true.
It'sjust plainrudeto cal
someone names, give
racial remarks, etc.
Some people say ‘ sticks
and stones may break
my bones, but words
will never hurt me,” but
that’s not true. Wordsdo
hurt.

KIDSINTHEHALL

What do you think about a per son labeling other
people?

“1 disagree with peoplelike
that.” - Berenise Ramirez (8)

“It's bad.” - Raul
Contreras (8)

“They’re mean.” -
NataliaPalomera(7)

“It'snot right.” - David
Castro (7)

“It's not right, because you
have to get to know
someone first.” - Cassandra
Contreras (6)

“You should get to know
them first before you start
judging.” - Esther Rodriguez
(6)

L eftersto
the Editor

We accept all signed letters
to the editor. You may place
themin Mrs. Bissell's mail-
box in the office.

Dear Editor,

| think that PDA isagood way to show friendship and that you
likesomeone. PDA should bedlowedinthisschoal, (during bregks, not
dass) it'snot bad, and it does't disrupt anyone.
William Perez (8)

Dear Editor,

| waswonderingwhy wehaveadresscode. | think thet it'sredlly
upid. What if theonly shirtsyou haveareplaincolored, or that’sdl you
can afford? What would you do? Cometo school haf naked? I your
mom bought you the only thing she could, wouldn't you wear it?Also,
when | passasixth grader inthe hal who iswearing aplain black tee
shirt, | wouldn't assumethat they’ reinagang. If | could, | would change
the dress code to something that peoplewould actudly follow.
KhedraAli (8)

Dear Editor,

Thebdlsat our school areabig problem. Therearealot of bells
during fourth and fifth hour. Sometimeswe reteking atest, and abell
goes off, or our teachers are giving us indructions that we can't hear
becausethebdl’sringing. Thereareabout 21 bellsinaschool day, three
per period: ardeasebdl, aoneminutebell and atardy bell.

Thebest thing todoisget rid of therel easeand minutetardy bell.
Our teachers should know when to release us, and the one minute bell
will tell usto get to dass. If there was't so many bels, the teechers
would be adleto give indructions without interruption, and we won't
haveadidractionduringtests. | think that just havingtheminutebel isa
lot better.

BiancaHores (6)

Dear Editor,

Teachersareleaving kidson sepsfor toolong. Teachersareonly
upposad to leave sudents on for three to five minutes, not ten for just
takingatiny bit. Teachersd soneedtotreat thestudentsfar they shouldn’t
put kids on stepsjust because they think they’ re bad sudents. During
points and concerns our teachers shouldn't say that our concerns are
wrong. Studentsaregetting put on Sepsfor doing somethingredly smdl;
| don't think that’ sright. Siep foursshould begiven out lessoften. Some-
onetaksonce, and then they’ re on agtep four. Teachersredly need to
do“MakeYour Day” correctly.

KaylaKima(6)

Dear Editor,

| think that we should be dlowed to spend moretime outside at
lunch. Weget tolunch, thenwehavetowait intheline, thenwehaveto
edt, and assoon aswe sep afoot outside, thebell rings. By thetimewe
even get our lunch, ten to fifteen minutes has passed. So more time
should bedlowed.
VaentinBermudez (8)
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track swimming soccer
volleyball football crosscountry
snowboard skateboard SKi
foul touchdown god
spike homerun freethrow Unscramble the sportswords below:
bump firstdown strike 1. falodth
kick goay forward 2. |saalbeb
SNOW 3. abdketlba
4. ayblollevl
Park Students’ Favorite Sports 5. flatbloo
6. crsceo
7. oryrcscnotsu
8. wnlirgets
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Answer: The LosAngeles Dodgers
L "\ What decade saw names first appear on the backs of NFL jerseys? Thisisaword Sudoku. The objectiveof thegameisto

AR S fill all theblank squareswith the correct letter. There

arethreevery smpleconstrainstofollow.
1. Eachrow of 9lettersmustincludeall lettersof the
word WRESTLING

hat Native American language was Super Bowl XXX the first to be broadcast in? )
Answer: Navajo 2. Every column of 9lettersmust includeal lettersof

theword WRESTLING inany order.

3. Every 3 by 3 subsection of the9 by 9 square must
includeadll lettersof theword WRESTLING

Hint: thewordiswrestling




